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Executive Summary: _

As part of the City of St. Charles green initiative I have been in contact with the Conservation Foundation about
co-sponsoring a rain barrel program with them. Rain barrels are a 55-gallon barrel that has been retrofitted to
collect and store rainwater, The barrels are usually hooked up to downspouts from roofs to collect the water.
There is a spigot on the bottom that a hose can be connected to and the water is used for gardens and flowerbeds.
This practice encourages water conservation, helps recharges the water supply, and reduces the amount of runoff
and potential pollutants like oil to the City storm system and streams and rivers.

The City will host an informational session on an evening with a representative from the Conservation
Foundation. They will bring a barrel for demonstration purposes, explain how the barrel works, the benefits and
the program. City staff and the Conservation will promote and advertise this session through their respective
websites and press releases. There will be a several week span between the session and a delivery date for the
barrels to allow for orders. If this first session is successful and works out we may want to sponsor future events.

The Conservation Foundation will take barrel orders, collect payments and deliver barrels to the Municipal
Building parking lot on a designated date. Residents will be notified of the date to pick up their rain barrel.
Barrels can be purchased directly from the Conservation Foundation at a cost of $95.00 but have to be picked up
in Naperville or Montgomery. Barrels can also be purchased at local hardware stores at an average cost of
$100.00. The cost of a rain barrel through the City sponsored program will be $75.00. Therefore residents
receive a discount by buying through the program and the City is promoting a green sustainable practice.

Attachments: (please list)

Conservation Foundation literature on rain barrels.

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain):

Staff recommends proceeding with the Green Initiative “Rain Barrel Program.”.

For office use only: Agenda Item Number: 4.f




The Conservation Foundation

2010 Municipal and Group Rain Barrel Program

Help vour municipality or group obtain rain barrels easily and economucally?! Just buy them in bulk
from The Conservation Foundation and pass on the savings as an incentive, Rain barrel sales can
also be a preat fundraiscr, too.

What are rain barrels?

A rain barrel is » water contatner which is used to coltect and store ramwater ranoff, typically from rooftops. Instead of
running down doveways and sidewalks to sewers, rainwater falls into 2 rain barrel where it can be stored for use in gardens
and for house plants. They are a sunple, efficient, low-cost method {or homeowners 10 conserve water,

What are the features of The Conservation Foundation’s rain barrels?
They are 55-gallon continers, stand about 487 high
Made of food grade recvcled plastic containers (Former pickle and olive barrels)

&

&

¢ They are covered to keep them safe around children

o ‘The screw-off bid is equipped with a screen to keep debris and insects from the water.
»

A valve on the bottom of the barrels w which a hose is attached makes the captured ramwater avatlable through a sumple
gravity system.
» Overflow port and pott for connection to another barrel included.

e An overflow connector at the top of the barrels alows for a hose 1o be attached and directed o other landscaped areas.

& T'he Conservation Foundation's rain barrels carry 2 one-vear-wareanty.

The Conservation Foundation makes the program a snap:

* The cost is $70.08 cach.

%  Srands are avadable for $20 each. Flex Elbows §5.00

« NEW! Delivery of the barrels is included with orders of 20 or more!

The rain barrels carry a one-vear warranty.

Arrangements can be made to pick-up any unsoid barrels.

We can help prepare customized flyess about the benefits and installation of rain barrels.

We can offer an educational seminar to help answer questions about use, installation, pest control, etc.

* ® ® ©

The program 1s designed 1o be full service and take care of nearly all the problems often encountered in this type of program.
Centact Jim Klemnwachter for more details: by email at ikleinwachter@theconservatonfoundsnon.org. or by phone at 630-

553-0687 x 302.
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What are rain barrels?

A rain barre! 1s a water tank which is used to collect
and store rainwater runoff, typically from rooftops
Instead of running down driveways and sidewalks lo
sewers, rainwater falls into a rain barrel where it can
be stored for use in gardens and for house plants.
They are a simple. efficient. low-cost method for

homeowners

to conserve water.

Why are rain barrels beneficial?

*

Collecting the minerai-nch and chiorine free rain
that fails on roofs can pay off when used on gar-
dens and houseptants; the resuils can be a re-
duction in househo!d water bilis

it is estimated that duning the hot summer
months the average homeowner uses 40 percent
of the household water in the yard.

A quarter-inch of rain falling on the average
home yields more than 200 gallons of water

In the Chicago area. the average annual rainfalt
is more than 30" and the average number of days
with rain s 127,

Consenving the rain that falis on properties will
help recharge the water supply and reduce the
stress on rivers and streams, which can help re-
duce flopding.

Preserving rainwater reduces the undesirable
impacts of having it run down driveways, where it
might transport motor oil or gasoline from vehi-
cles. or turf, where it might pick up fertilizers and
pesticides. These less environmentally friendly
courses for rainwater end up polluting rivers and
streams.

What are the feawures of The Conservation
Foundation’s rain barrels?

+ They are 55-gallon containers, sland about 48~
high and weigh 400 pounds when full of water.

+ Made of food grade recycled plastic containers
which can be painted, rain barrels are available
in a variety of colors {choice varies and cannot
be guaranteed).

¢ They are sealed to keep them safe arcund chil-
dren and animals.

« The screw-off id is equipped with 2 screen to
keep debris and insects from the water.

s A valve on the bottom of the barrels to which a
hose is attached makes the captured rainwater
available through a simpie gravity system.

¢ A connector at the bottom can be used with a
hose to connect to a second barrel.

+ An overfiow caonneclor at the top of the barrels
allows for a hose to be attached and directed
to other landscaped areas.

ABOL T THE CONSERV ATION FOUNDATION

The Conservation Foundution, o nonprofit ind and
wertorshed protection organization. i dedicated 1o pre-
servinig open space aid satiral kowds, prolecting rovers
and watersheds, and promuting stewaerdstipy of the en-
virowment i sortheasterns Winuis. Estabfivhod in 1972
By hugsiess and conmuniny feaders. itis the only e
ronmtontal orgaizaiion o receive the 2008 Anneal
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preserves, The Convervation Fostdation has helped
profect mare than 30600 00res of opest space,

How are rain barrels installed and used?®

*

Rain barrels work best when installed on a plat-
form or stand made of concrete blocks or deck
boards. The added height increases the water
pressure and provides space for a bucket or
pitcher 1o be placed under the valve to dispense
water for indoor plants. The Conservation Foun-
dation has weoden slands available for $20.

Once positioned on the platform, the next step is
10 measure and cut the downspout to a tength
above the height of the top of the barrei. Down-
spouls can be cut with a hacksaw. Save lhe
cut-off for reattachment in the winter.

Altach two elbows or a 2 by 3" flex-elbow con-
nector which extends from 87 to 187 (available at
most hardware stores and home centers) 1o the
downspout to direct waler 1o the top of the barrel.

To use, altach a hose {a soaker hose is greal) 10
the botiom valve and direct to iandscaping. The
water can also be used to wash vehicles or wa-
ter house plants.

The ideat time to install rain barrels is when the
rainy season begins in the spring. In the Fall,
empty the barrel and store it upside-down. Then
reptace the downspout.




How to decorate your rain barrel!

Make decorating your rain barrel a family or group
project. It's fun and easy'

&+ To paint a rain barrel a sohid color. Krylon's
Fusion spray paints are recommended as they
are designed for plastic and do not require a
ptimer.

¢ To paint designs, first prime the barrei with
Zinser 1-2-3 (blue can) and follow with a coat
of interiorfexterior grade acrylic paint. Finally,
paint your designs with acrylics.

¢« Display proudily and share your idea with
neighbors and friends.

How can the rainwater be used?

Consider these ideas for your mineral-rich. chlo-

rine-free rainwater.

¢ Aftach regular or soaker hosers lo the bottom
spigot and top overflow valve and direct o
landscaped areas nearby.

¢ Fill a bucket to hand-water plants in your gar-
den and indocr plants.

¢ Use for pet-care, from filling animat water
bowls, to using for pet baths.

¢ Use the rain water to wash cars and bicycles.

How can rain barrels be purchased?

¢ Rain barrels are available for 385. Stands
are $20

+ Payment is accepted in cash, by check or
credit card (Visa, Master Card, American
Express).

¢ The barrels can be purchased at The Con-
servation Foundation's McDonald Farm in
Naperville on Thursdays between 2 -4 p.m.
They car: also be purchased by special ar-
rangement in Naperville or at the organiza-
tion's Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery.

+ For more information. contact Jim Kleinwa-
chter, The Conservation Foundation's Land
Protection Specialist, by email at jkleinwa-
chter@theconservalionfoundation org or by
phone at 630-553-0687, Ext. 302

—

Rain Barrels are just one element of The Con-

servation Foundation's Conservation@Home

education and recognition program for home-

owners. Critena for certification includes:

¢ Landscaping featuring native planis. initia-
tives 1o control invasive plant species.

¢ Protection and creation of natural areas.

+ Eiforts to reduce erosion and polluiants
along rivers and streams on propeny.

Certified homeowners wiill receive:

¢ Comprehensive yard assessment including
ideas 10 improve environmental friendlingss
of property,

¢ A Conservation@Home signpost to display
in your yard.

¢ One year complimentary membership (o
The Conservation Foundation.

+ Subscriptions to The Conservation Foun-
dation quarterly magazine as well as the
Conservation@Home newsletter.

For more information, please contact The Con-
servation Foundation.

Help Preserve Our Precious Resources

; A .
CONSERVATION
FOUNDATION

Rain
Barrels

A great addition
to every home

The Canservation Foundation
Headquarters: McDonald Farm
1058404 Knoch Krolis Road
Napervilie. I 60565
630-428-4500

Program Office: Dickson-Murst Farm
2550 Dickson Road
hMonigomery. Il 60538
630-553-0687

www theconservationfoundation.org




