
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  5b 

Title: 
Recommendation to Approve the purchase of a Spectrometer 
(NarcID) from Farrwest 

Presenter: Police Chief Keegan 

Meeting:  Government Operations Committee   Date: July 1, 2024 

Proposed Cost:  $ 27,037.40 Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☒ 
TIF District:  Choose an item. 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 

Staff is seeking approval to purchase a Spectrometer (NarcID) for the Police Department from 
Farrwest. 

Please see the attached memo from Chief Keegan outlining this need and request for the St. Charles 
Police Department. 

Attachments (please list): 

Estimate; Memo; Resolution 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Recommend approval of a resolution authorizing the purchase of a Spectrometer (NarcID) from 
Farrwest. 



City of St. Charles, Illinois 
Resolution No. 2024- 

 
A Resolution to Waive the Formal Bid Procedure and Award the 

Purchase of a Spectrometer (NarcID) to Farrwest. 
 

Presented & Passed by the 
City Council on  

 
WHEREAS, the City needs to provide a means for police officers and evidence 

technicians in the field to safely process dangerous narcotics; 
 
WHEREAS, currently, narcotics have to be field-tested prior to laboratory analysis 

using ampule technology inside a sealed container. Today’s drugs are often laced with 
dangerous chemicals, such as fentanyl and other cutting agents, and contain substances made 
in make-shift laboratories that pose a significant threat to our first-responders. Testing 
equipment such as this Spectrometer (NarcID) allow officers and evidence technicians to 
safely handle the substances in question;   

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of  

St. Charles, Kane, and DuPage Counties, Illinois, that the purchase of a Spectrometer 
(NarcID) be awarded to Farrwest. 
 

PRESENTED to the City Council of the City of St. Charles, Illinois, on this __ day  
of ______ 2024. 

 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of St. Charles, Illinois, on this __ day  

of ______ 2024.  
 

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of St. Charles, Illinois, on this __ day  
of ______2024. 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Lora Vitek, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
COUNCIL VOTE: 
Ayes: 
Nays: 
Absent: 



Resolution No. _____ 
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Abstain: 



Memo 
Date: 6/21/2024 
To: Heather McGuire, City Administrator 
From: James Keegan, Chief of Police 
Re: Drug Analytical Device Purchase-CQL NarcID 

The purpose of this memorandum is to outline a purchase request for our police officers and 
evidence technicians handling dangerous narcotics in the field. 
 
Issue 
 
Today’s drugs are often laced with dangerous chemicals such as fentanyl, cutting agents and 
contain substances made in make-shift laboratories that pose a significant threat to our first-
responders. Currently, narcotics have to be field-tested prior to laboratory analysis using ampule 
technology inside of a sealed container. This testing requires officers and evidence technicians to 
personally handle the substances in question. 
 
Proposal 
 
I am recommending the use of a hand-held device capable of scanning narcotics through 
packaging materials. The police department beta tested various technologies that allow our 
personnel to use an analyzer to read the substance in question using a device library and 
spectrometer, giving the officer an instantaneous reading w/out unnecessary handling and 
packaging.  
 
Cost/Purchase  
 
We are recommending the purchase of the NarcID through Farrwest at a cost of $27,037.40. 
Software updates and support of the unit are covered for life (24 Hours a Day/365). A 2-year 
warranty is included as well as on-site training. 
 
Funding 
 
The cost of this unit will be adsorbed by fines collected from drug arrests and not from our 
operating budget.  
 
Bids 
 
Although we beta tested other units and received quotes, Farrwest/NarcID were both the lowest 
priced unit (publicly bided through the Houston-Galveston Area-Council Purchasing Cooperative 
EP11-20) and the unanimous choice of our selection team.  
 
Bids collected include: 

Police Department 
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NarcID   Farrwest  $27,037.40 
TacticID  Metrohm  $28,066.00 
TruNarc  ThermoFischer  $33,700.00 
 
Recommendation 

See the executive summary for further information as my recommendation is supported 
by the attached documentation.   
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